THE PARK JOURT!

| e OUR FIRST YEAR

ould eventually become Park Church were still gathering in the basement of the
Brown’s house praying, dreaming and hoping for what God might do in our midst and in our city. Twelve months later we are
celebrating the launch of our public worship gatherings, the start and multiplication of our community groups from 3 to 7 and
the joy of seeing all that God has done and is beginning to do with this community. We continue to see more new faces from our
surrounding neighborhoods on Sunday nights and in our homes throughout the week. As we've been seeing men and women
join our mission here in Denver we've just begun to accept our first official partners (members) into the church. And in the
middle of a neighborhood where people said quite simply a church couldn't and shouldn't be started, we are seeing God raise up

a people for Himself who love their city and worship King Jesus.
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COMMUNITY GROUR Soing deeper ]

Jesus commanded the disciples to love one another. He went on to explain that through their tangible Ic
for each other the world would come to believe in Him. We've sought to work out the implications of thi
command to love one another in our community groups. #ese groups consist of 6 to 12 people an
gather throughout central Denver in people's homes (and occasionally parks). In these groups we stt
the scriptures, wrestle together over issues in one another's lives and generally get involved in the da
day stu" of life together. #ese groups become great entry points for our friends and neighbors as the
come to discover what the gospel is all about, and how it impacts and shapes our lives. In the last coup!
months we've had to multiply our groups to make room for the new people coming to worship with us o
Sundays and those simply expressing an interest in our groups. ItOs been amazing to watch as a numi
families who have been with us since last summer have stepped up to lead these groups and pastor pe
in the intimacy that a community group provides.

OUR MISSION IN DENVERecking the tost]

We are o'en asked what we mean when we say that we are seeking the spiritual, social and cultural renewal of the city. We believe f
bible teaches that the gospel message of JesusO substitutionary death and resurrection does not simply guarantee an eternity spen
presence, but that it has massive and beautiful e"ects on how life is lived now. #e gospel begins to do a revolutionary work in the hea
those who believe and begins to bear fruit in ones life, family and job. #is fruit has the e"ect of actually shiling, transforming ai
eventually renewing the social structures, cultural expressions and spiritual life of a place. God comes and saves people, transforming
everything around us through the slow sanctifying work of the gospel in our lives. As Paul confronts Peter in Galatians 2, we hope |t
simply see people converted but a people raised up to live life in line with the gospel and to move out into all the parts of our city ar
those areas renewed by the message about what God has accomplished in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

We remain committed to seeing the gospel reach and transform oy ‘ :
non-Christian neighbors in Denver. While the start of several nev— |
churches in the larger Denver area is cause to celebrate, almost n '.;' L ‘
of these churches are located in the city or reaching the pos " N :
Christian population that $lls our city. #roughout the summer and "\I‘ﬂ}‘f 5 o=
fall months we will be hosting various events throughout the B B Lt
Highlands and downtown Denver in the hopes of meeting more o H
our neighbors, learning more about our city, and serving ourg® i
neighbors with the gospel. We believe our primary responsibility as ‘_ L
church is to raise up disciples of Jesus who faithfully live g ?1 m i
missionaries in the midst of this city as they interact with friendsga §

: —éstrian Bridge from the Highlands o

neighbors & coworkers.
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JEREMY BROWMersonal story |

"Park Church. What a nice name for a church.%#ey have stickers of park benches.

Picture a bunch of overwhelmingly nice people. People who seem genuinely
interested in who | am and what brought me through their doors. Not really what |
expect from a new church. Not really what | experienced as a christian of 22 years
(22 grace packed years). People talking to one another before AND aler church?
Hanging out together laughing and smiling... and they are not faking it? Is this
fellowship? Is this community? Is this what | have been missing all along?

That is not what I know of church. Don't people usually show up late... then head

for their car as soon as the service is over, forcing a smile or two on the way out?

What a misleading name, Park Church. Yet, a truly $tting name.

God's word is taught here.%E"ectively.

#is is the $rst church | have joined as a member and the $rst church | have felt |
am a part of. It is where | am le! on the edge of my seat, hearing and loving the word of God. #ank you God for Park Church!! #is place has
rede$ned how I look at manhood, community and fellowship. It challenges me to become the man who Christ gave His life for, and who God
sacri$ced His only son for. God is building an army and taking what is His. Claiming lives, like mine, right here in Denver, Colorado. | am so
privileged to grow with this church. | am learning of a passion in my heart for God, and of unconditional love that my soul has always needed."

WEEKLY WORSHIP GATHERIINZ:Sospel according to Wartk ]

Our Sunday gatherings are about celebrating, proclaiming and singing Commandments and then moved through Paul's letter to the

the gospel. It's our hope that our eyes and a"ections would be liled Galatians. Aler Galatians we did a 4 week overview of the entire bible
every week, turned from the vanity of idols, to serve, love and praise focusing on Advent. In February we started working slowly through
the God who has saved us in the Gospel of Mark. #is should take
Jesus. #is sets the agenda for us until late November. JesusO words
everything we do on Sunday and work in Mark have been
nights from the music we sing, clarifying His identity and the nature

to how and what we teach. Our of the gospel while confronting our

desire is to constantly make the W& idols. It has been a wonderful

gospel and its implications clear experience watching as Scripture gives
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and compelling for both the ko i med e shape and de$nition to our lives and
Christian and non-Christian. our mission as a church. #e olen

We continue to see increasing numbers at our Sunday gathering with hard words of Jesus in the early chapters of Mark have pushed many
the consistent story being that people have never been welcomed into people who are a part of Park Church to search the Scriptures and re-

a community as they have here, and they've rarely seen the gospel so examine many of their understandings of Jesus. But underneath all of

central to everything that's happening in the church's worship. Mark is the ringing declaration that in Jesus the Reign of God has
In our short history of Sunday gatherings we've covered drawn near. Jesus is the Lord, and in the end bears our sin, conquers
quite a bit of ground in Scripture. We started by looking at the Ten evil, and takes our place through his death on the cross.
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LOOKING FORWARDBwmmer & spring]

#e Summer months in Denver are much like the winter- only more so. Everyone is outside. Everyone heads to the mountains during t
weekends. Neighborhoods come alive with block parties, art festivals and lots of life. We'll be doing what we can to integrate ourselves a:
as possible into summer life in Denver. We have several neighborhood parties planned and we'll be participating in numerous others. \
even be organizing a few large camping trips and hikes up some 14ers. But our desire to build relationships with our neighbors, co-wol
and the city of Denver in general will undergird all our summer activities.

In addition, a few people will be serving as deacons and helping us to $nd very practical ways of serving our neighborhood and city. We
adopting a neighborhood school starting this summer, helping to spruce up the facilities, and then hope to start serving in various w
through tutoring, helping out in the classrooms, and serving both teachers and students. Our hope is to focus most of our e"orts on a si
school and see what sort of di"erence could be made there in the coming years. As someone told us aler a recent leadership meeting, "
are our schools. #ese are where our kids will go. #ese are our neighlidis.hope is not simply to build a church, but to build a better

city through the work of the gospel. #is will involve asking questions about how to tangibly bless the places where we live and work, and
being willing to sacri$ce and serve for the sake of those around us and eventually plant other churches in di"erent parts of the city to dc

same. #ese are the issues we have begun to take up as a community and will be pursuing in earnest in the coming summer months.

We are so thankful to all of our friends who support Park Church through participation, prayer, friendship, encouragement, and $nances. W\
couldnOt do it without you. Feel free to check out what weQre up to on oumfbsite:
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